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Gourvavahan, the invitation to Goun, second one is Goitrl-
pujan, the worship of the goddess and the last day is Gouri-
vtsarjan, the immersion day.
The representation of Goun amongst these people is
rather elaborate. They place a bundle of terfiii plants on a
chair, dress it in a saree and adorn it with ornaments. The
head is made of clay properly shaped, dried and coloured.
Poor people who cannot afford to buy this head, use a paper-
image as a substitute. Rich people have sometimes the whole
image made of clay. At the time of immersion, however, the
bundle of z'c'/'-'Y? plants and the paper image only are immersed.
All the three days of the festival ( special y the second
day ) are spent in singing, dancing and drinking. Dancers
pay house to house visits, as there must be a dance perfor-
mance before the goddess in each house. Toddy is provided
by the well-to-do and nowadays tea, by the poor, Men and
women equally enjoy the festival. There is however no
mixed dancing. Women have their own dances and songs
and they do not dance while men are dancing. The
procession of immersion, which generally takes place at about
sunset, is invariably accompanied by dancing. Son Kolis, the
fishermen of Konkan, also observe this festival more or less in
the same fashion as their neighbour, the Kunbi.
The higher caste Hindus of Korkan, bring seven pebbles
from rhe river or the sea, worship and immerse them on the
prescribed days. This is generally done by young girls as it is
not considered a very important festival by them, Same
is the case with all the classes on the Ghatside,
Sarvapitri ; The last day of Bhadrapad is the Sarva-
pitrl amavasya. It is observed not only by the higher caste
Hindus and the agriculturists, but also by the so-called
aborigines like the Thakurs and the Malhar Kolis. As the
name indicates, it is a day dedicated to deceased ancestors,
The way in which these ancestors are propitiated differs from
caste to caste. Brahmins invite a Brahmin priesc, worship
and feed him to his heart's content, taking him to be the
lepresentpflve of their ancestors for the time being. Others
have to be content with offering the Brahmin priest - shtdha,
1 Impatiena balsamina.